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beg your Client's pardon, whose money you have taken and
done him no service for it."

I now became a constant frequenter of the Bedford and
Piazza Coffee houses, but my chief place for eating was
young Slaughters, in St. Martin's Lane, where I supped every
night with a set of extravagant young men of my own stamp.
After some time we were displeased with the noise, and the
promiscuous company that frequented the Coffee room,
chiefly to read the newspapers, especially half a dozen
respectable old men, whom we impertinently pronounced
a set of stupid, formal, ancient prigs, horrid perriwig bores,
every way unfit to herd with such bloods as us. It was
therefore resolved that we should have private rooms, and
we were transferred to the two paks of stairs front room,
where we established ourselves into a roaring club, supped
at eleven, after which we usually adjourned to Bow Street,
Covent Garden, in which street there were then three most
notorious Bawdy houses, all which we took in rotation.
The first was kept by a woman whose name I have forgotten ;
it was at the corner of a passage that led to the theatre,
. the second was at the top of the street in a little corner or
nook, and was kept by an old Irish woman, named Hamilton,
with whom I was upon remarkably good terms of which
she gave me most convincing proof in many times offering
me money, saying, "My dear boy I always have plenty of
loose cash about me and it will do my heart good to fur-
nish your pocket when in want of Hning." Though I
felt the kindness, I never availed myself of the offer, I
believe, to her great surprize. The third brothel was
kept by Mother Cocksedge, for all the Lady Abbesses were
dignified with the respectable title of Mother. In these
days of wonderful propriety and general morality, it will
scarcely be Credited that Mother Cocksedge's house was
actually next, of course under the very nose of that vigilant
and upright magistrate, Sir John Fielding, who, from the
riotous proceedings I have been a witness to at his worthy
neighbour's must have been deaf as well as blind, or at least,
paid for affecting to be soa